
Cows have a more sensitive hearing

spectrum, meaning they may react to noises

that humans normally would not react to [2]. 

Avoid loud yelling or shouting in order to get

the attention of a cow or a herd of cows [2]. 

When using equipment or machines, avoid

loud clanging noises when near cattle [2]. 

They respond very negatively to these and

may even view these noisy sounds as

negatively as physical beatings [2]. 

Auditory Interactions 

Although cows can see 330° around them,

they do have a 15° blind spot right behind

them so make sure they can see you at all

times [2]

They will attempt to hide in dimly lit places

when panicked so be sure to check in dark

places if missing count of any cattle [2].

 

Visual Interactions 

Keep Calm & Moo On!

Behavioural Assessments

To get a cow to move forward

position yourself at their shoulder

[2].

Cows are more inclined to turn

right so approach from the left and

stay on the left side of the cow’s

shoulder to avoid injuries due to

sudden moments or turns [2].

Point of Balance: Located at the

cow’s shoulder [2].

Avoid standing here

[2]!

The cow will not see

you and can abruptly

turn or hault [2]. 

Blind Spot: spans on

either side of their tail [2].

Interacting with Cattle & Their
Senses

Examining novel and acute stressors in cattle 

kicking [3]

pacing [4]

increased licking [4]

Increased sniffing [4]

Increased vocalization [3] [4]

[5]

balking (hold back) [6]

decreased vocalization [3]

neck down [6]

tail hanging down [6]

Increased time spent standing

[4]

Signs of a stressed cow Signs of a calm cow 

Our species only takes a few seconds

to excite but it takes 20 to 30 mins to

us calm down [1].   

Cattle Flight & Pressue Zones

To be noticed by the cow,

stand on the outside of the

pressure zone [2].

Look for the cow signals

such as head raises or ear

movements that indicate you

are noticed [2].

 

Pressure Zone: To stay in

contact with the cow [2].

To make them feel safe and

to get a cow to stay put, stay

outside of their flight zone

[2].

To get the cow to move away,

enter the flight zone [2].

Flight Zone: Think of it as their

personal bubble [2].
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  All remaining graphics and pictures were either freely licensed using  Canva.com or were taken by Tanya Abraham. 
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